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The 16 Days of Activism event has 
been organised by the local woman’s 
organisation, The Zonta Club of 
Cumberland West in conjunction with 
Hawkesbury City Council.

President of The Zonta Club of 
Cumberland West, Margaret McDonald, 
said The club supports women’s refuges 
and domestic violence services in the 
Hawkesbury and Blacktown LGAs with 
club members providing toiletries and 
care packs and also assisting in funding 
programs run in the refuges. 

The 16 Days of Activism campaign is a 
UN campaign and runs from 25 November 
(the International day of no violence 
against women and children) to 10 
December (Human Rights Day) each year.

The old hospital building in Windsor 
will be lit in orange each night for the 
whole 16 days in support of the UN 
campaign. Club secretary Karen Hickman 
said: “ We are doing our bit to “Orange the 

World’. The idea behind the campaign is 
to raise awareness about gender-based 
violence, challenge deep seated attitudes 
of discrimination and advocate for fairer 
laws and more services to end violence 
against children.

“This goes to the heart of what our 
organisation Zonta International, is all 
about.  Zonta’s main focus  is to advocate 
for equality for women and girls around 
the world. Zonta’s key statement is: Zonta 
says no to violence against women.”

 As well as its work with women’s 
refuges, club members also produce breast 
care cushions for women undergoing 
breast cancer treatment in the local area 
and hold Birthing Kit Assembly days which 
help to save the lives of women giving 
birth in developing countries.

The club meets at Blacktown RSL 
on the 4th Thursday of the month. New 
members welcome. For details call Karen 
on 0432 938 246

PAYMENT TO HELP  
DV VICTIMS
A one-off payment of up to $5,000 to help women 
establish a life free of violence is now available through 
the Federal Government.

Under the two-year Escaping Violence Payment trial 
women will receive financial assistance of up to $1,500 in 
cash with the remainder available for goods and services 
or direct payments of bonds, school fees or other support 
to help establish a safe home.

The UnitingCare Australia Consortium has been 
selected as the service provider to deliver the payments 
and will also support women to engage with other relevant 
services that support women and their children.

This includes other Commonwealth or state and 
territory government funded community services.

Minister for Women’s Safety Anne Ruston said the 
payments would help address the financial barriers that 
may stop women leaving violent relationships.

“We know that financial hardship as well as economic 
abuse, which may involve interfering with work or controlling 
or withholding money, reduces women’s ability to acquire 
and use money and makes it difficult to leave violent 
relationships,” Minister Ruston said. “The new Escaping 
Violence Payment aims to help address those issues, so 
women have more security when making that brave decision 
to leave any form of intimate partner violence – including 
physical violence, coercive control and financial abuse.”

As part of the individualised support packages, 
UnitingCare Network agencies will provide tailored 
assistance and engage with other relevant agencies 
that support women and their children including other 
Commonwealth or state and territory government funded 
community services. The Escaping Violence Payment is 
not considered taxable or reportable income and will not 
impact on any other social security payments a recipient 
may be receiving.

More information is available at unitingvictas.org.
au/escaping-violence-payment.If you or someone you 
know is impacted by sexual assault, domestic or family 
violence, call 1800RESPECT on 1800 737 732 or 
visit www.1800RESPECT.org.au

The old Hawkesbury hospital building in Windsor is set to be bathed in an 
orange glow from Thursday, November 25th to December 10th to highlight 
the devastating effect of domestic violence in communities.

ORANGE GLOW OF ACTIVISM
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