
Hawkesbury’s Local Housing Strategy and the pressure for development

Description

On Tuesday, Hawkesbury City Council adopted our long-awaited Local Housing Strategy.

This document sets out how we will meet our housing targets over a timeframe of several decades.

Although this has implications for our whole city, the Liberal Councillors felt it was important to address
a gap in the document.

The south eastern part of our City – the suburbs of Vineyard, Oakville and Maraylya, sit adjacent to
some very aggressive urban growth. The ‘North Western Growth Sector’  is breathing down our neck
across the county line in the Hills District, and has spilled into our own patch as the release areas
named ‘Vineyard Stage 1 and Stage 2’

This pressure is tearing our community apart. Some are in favour of development, many against.

The one thing we can’t do is… nothing. I was disappointed that the Housing Strategy document said
little about either the necessity, desirability, inevitability or show-stopping constraints of future
development, other than remarking that the not-yet-finally-gazetted Outer Sydney Orbital corridor will
continue to hang over us until that matter is definitely resolved. 

I have strong opinions about this, but they matter less than seeking to understand what the majority
view in those suburbs truly is. Some individuals or groups might claim to represent a clear majority, but
I don’t think they do. I have a responsibility to represent all those views, and I take that seriously.

So, we moved a form of words that sought to survey and consult with the residents of Oakville and
Maraylya to ask them what they wanted. Nothing more. Certainly not a decision to develop or not.

Your Liberal Councillors voted for that consultation. All the others, including Labor and the Greens,
voted against it.

This video only contains my remarks, but I encourage you to listen to the whole meeting podcast (item
247, 8th December meeting) when it comes out to hear from my Liberal colleagues and the others.
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